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HSSA Bill Passed 
  

A fter a very long and challenging legislative  

session, the first ever Health Sciences and  

Services Authority (HSSA) bill was  

passed through the Washington State House and Senate.  

The HSSA bill allows for a single county in the state  

of Washington to receive  0.2 percent of the State sales tax  

from that county, with provision that the funds are used for Health Sciences  

projects.  

 Later this year, the Higher Education Coordinating Board (HEC Board) 

will start receiving applications from Washington counties meeting the population 

criteria of less than 1 million people for the HSSA. Spokane County will be one of 

those applicants, with the hopes that the tax funds will go to the ISM and its part-

ner, Project Access. Once the HEC Board has chosen the county, and should that 

county be Spokane County, a board will be formed to govern the funds. One of the 

stipulations of forming the HSSA board is Governor Christine Gregoire will chose 

three board members, the Mayor of Spokane will pick three members, the Spokane 

County Commissioners will chose three, with the option of the nine chosen mem-

bers to elect another five board members. The HSSA board will then have the de-

cision to make on whether or not to bond against the tax percentage, providing 

funds up front for recruitment of scientists, staff, supercomputers and for making 

headway on a new building. Lewis Rumpler, the ISM’s COO, is confident that 

Spokane County will be chosen based on merit and the economic concentration of 

health care and higher education assets.  

ISM Founding Partners 
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Gov. Gregoire Signs HSSA Bill at ISM 
 

 On May 1, 2007, Governor Christine Gregoire travelled to  

Spokane to sign the HSSA bill in to law at the ISM offices. This was a 

momentous occasion for the ISM staff, ISM Board, Washington State 

Senators and Representatives that worked so diligently on behalf of the 

ISM to get the HSSA bill passed. Countless hours were put in by the 

ISM’s lobbyists; Joe King and Jeff Gombosky, as well as the ISM’s 

champions of the bill, Senator Lisa Brown, Senator Chris Marr, Rep. Timm Ormsby and 

Rep. Don Barlow. With their dedication and tireless effort, the HSSA is now a reality. 
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From left: John Driscoll (Project Access), Senator Lisa Brown, Tom Paine (Avista), Dr. Sam Sellinger 
(Project Access), Gov. Gregoire, Lewis Rumpler (ISM), John Stone (ISM Board Chair), Rep. Don Bar-

low, Rep. Timm Ormsby, Jeff Nelson (ISM Board member), and Senator Chris Marr. 



Page 3 

ISM/Project Access Collaboration 
 
 Project Access, a doctor-led nonprofit organization in Spokane, had teamed up with the ISM in 

lobbying for the HSSA. Together, the ISM and Project Access fought hard for the HSSA bill to be 

passed. If Spokane County is chosen for the HSSA, a partnership has been formed between the ISM 

and Project Access to jointly receive the money that will become available. 

 

 Project Access has a collaborative partnership of 845 volunteer physicians, health care practitio-

ners, all of Spokane County’s hospitals, and pharmacists. Project Access provides comprehensive 

medical care to low income, uninsured county residents. Under the terms of the ISM/Project Access 

agreement, if Spokane County is chosen to receive the HSSA funds, Project Access will receive money 

to fund this much needed organization that helps thousands of Spokane residents receive the medical 

care they desperately need but cannot afford.  

 
ISM Adds New Board members 

 
 Earlier this year, the ISM welcomed two new  

members to the ISM Planning Authority Board. We are  

delighted to have Elaine Couture, Chief Operating Office 

at Sacred Heart Medical Center, and Dr. Stefan 

Humphries, Medical Director at St. Luke’s Rehabilitation 

Center. Both Dr. Humphries and Mrs. Couture bring a 

wealth of scientific and medical knowledge to the ISM 

board.  The ISM staff and fellow board members are hon-

ored to have them represent us.  
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Dr. Stefan Humphries 
 

Elaine Couture 
 



AAAS Review Conducted on ISM 
 

 In May of 2007, a unique review was conducted on the ISM . The American Association for the 

Advancement of Science, or the AAAS, flew in several distinguished and world renown scientists to study 

the concept of the ISM. The AAAS review team consisted of team leader Maria Vassileva, Dr. Huntington 

Willard from Duke University, Dr. Chris Capelli from the MD Anderson Research Clinic, Dr. Lyle Boot-

man from the University of Arizona, Dr. Bruce Holm from SUNY Buffalo, Dr. Barbara Knowles from 

Jackson Laboratories,  and Dr. James Wilson from University of Texas Southwest Medical Center.  

 

 Peer review is a cornerstone of science and integrity in research.  The ISM and our partners will use 

the report to help hire top notch scientists and staff and to help secure local, state and federal funding to 

conduct research. Thank you to all our board, partner, and community leaders who took the time to meet 

with the reviewers.  
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ISM Awarded Federal Appropriations 
 

 The ISM, in collaboration with Dr. Michael Skinner from WSU, has been awarded a $500,000  

appropriation from the Department of Defense. The purpose of the appropriations is for Dr. 

Skinner and his team of scientists at WSU to study the effects of environmental agents on 

War Fighter health in the Iraq theater of operations.  

 

 Dr. Skinner will also conduct research to identify the epigenetic biomarkers that  

signal disease states, identify the environmental exposure that cause the disease state, and  

develop therapeutics to treat and prevent the disease. The ISM was very fortunate to receive this appropria-

tion as few if any research projects were supported in the final Defense Appropriations bill. 

Dr. Michael Skinner 



Friends of the Institute 
Business Community 
 

John Stone, Principle, Riverstone Development 
Scott Morris, President Avista Utilities 
Tom Paine, VP of Government Affairs, Avista 
Roger Woodworth, Sr. VP Avista Corp 
Kim Pearman-Gillman, Vice President, Itron 
Jack Faris, President, WBBA 
Chris Marr, President Foothills Automotive 
Dave Curry, CEO of World Wide Packets 
Tony Bonanzino, CEO of Hollister-Stier 
Tom Turner, CEO of Itronix 
Fred Brown, CEO of NextIT 
John Luger, Retired entrepreneur 
Don Lightfoot, Founder of GenPrime 
Tom Tiffany, CEO of Pathology Associates 
Rich Umbdenstock, CEO of Providence Services 
Skip Davis, CEO of Sacred Heart 
Jeff Nelson, CEO of Empire Health Services 
Bruce Butler, CFO of Empire Health Services 
Lisa Shaffer, Co-Founder Signature Genomics 
Bassem Bejjani, Co-Founder Signature Genomics 
Bob Hamacher, Founder of BHW1 
Pardner Wynn, CEO of Lumify 
Peter Allison, CEO of Biogenensis Corp 
Steve McGrew, President of New Light Industries 
Dan Roarke, CEO of Matrical 
Dave Sabey, Principle of Sabey Corp 
Mick McDowell, Principle of McDowell Development 
Dr. Jack Ossello, Dentist, Investor 
Jack McCann, President, Jack McCann Company Inc. 
John Pariseau, Managing Director, WIN Partners 
Dave Curry, CEO, World Wide Packets 
Kevin Cable, Founder, Cascadia Capital 
Jay Wright, President, Pacific Northwest Biotechnology 
Joe Harding, VP, Pacific Northwest Biotechnology 
Larry Larrison, Chairman, Columbia Paint & Coatings 
Denny Hague, Retired General, Air National Guard 
Tammy Schneider, Principal, Tammy Schneider Investments 
 
 

Academic Leadership 
 

Father Robert Spitzer, President of Gonzaga University 

V. Lane Rawlins, President of Washington State University 
Brian Pitcher, Chancellor of Washington State University Spokane 
Jim Petersen, Vice Provost for Research, Washington State University 
Dennis Dyck, Associate Vice Provost for Research, Washington State University 
Mike Skinner, Director, Center for Reproductive Biology, WSU 
John Nilson, Director, School of Molecular Biosciences, WSU 
Bryan Slinker, Chair, Vet. and Comparative Anatomy, Pharmacology, WSU 
Keith Jones, Director, Office of Intellectual Property Administration, WSURF 
Yogi Gupta, Director, Institute of Shock Physics, WSU 
John Weisheit, Director, Applied Sciences Lab, WSU 
Terry Hassold, Professor of Molecular Biosciences, WSU 
Stephen Freedman, Academic Vice President of Gonzaga University 
Gary Webber, Associate Academic Vice President of Gonzaga University 
Yolanta Kozyra, Assistant Director of Institutional Research, Gonzaga University 
Nancy Staub, Dean of Biology, Gonzaga University 
Len Peters, Lab Director, Pacific Northwest National Labs 
Mike Schwenk, Director of Intellectual Asset Management, PNNL 
Steve Colson, Associate Lab Dir. For Fundamental Science, PNNL 
Doug Ray, Chief Research Officer, PNNL 
Steve Wiley, Manager of Systems Biology, PNNL 
Bill Kimmerly, Dir. of Facilities of Systems Biology and Applications , PNNL 
Lee Hood, President of the Institute of Systems Biology 
David Galas, VP and CSO of Systems Biology, Battelle Memorial Institute 
Bill Isgrigg, COO, The Heart Institute of Spokane 
Thomas Miller, VP, Medical Affairs, Sacred Heart 
Kathy Tuttle, Medical & Scientific Director, Clinical Research, Sacred Heart 
George Luger, Professor of Computer Science, University of New Mexico 
Michael Burke, President, North Idaho College 
Jack Dawson, Dean, University of Idaho, CDA 
Brian Benzel, Superintendent of Spokane Public Schools 
Paul Buller, Dir. of Hogan Entrepreneurial Leadership Program, Gonzaga 
 
Economic Development Community 
 

Rich Hadley, CEO of the Spokane Regional Chamber of Commerce 
John Eliassen, CEO of the Spokane Area Economic Development Council 
Marty Dickenson, President, Downtown Spokane Partnership 
Bill Kalivas, CEO of Connect Northwest 
Kim Zentz, Executive Director of SIRTI 
David Bonga, President of the Camas Institute 
Steve Griffiths, CEO, Jobs Plus 

Political Leadership Contacted 
Governor Christine Gregoire 
Senator Larry Craig 
Senator Patty Murry 
Senator Maria Cantwell 
Congresswoman Cathy McMorris 
Senator Lisa Brown 
Speaker Frank Chopp 
Representative Tim Ormsby 
Representative David Buri 
Mayor Dennis Hession 
County Commissioner Phil Harris 
County Commissioner Todd Mielke 
County Commissioner Mark Richard 
Mayor Sandi Bloem 
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Michael Patterson; Lee, Smart, Cook,  
     Martin & Patterson,  P.S., Inc. 
Donald Nelles, Nelco 
Harry Sladich, VP and Corp. Secretary of  
      Gonzaga Univ. 
Walter Conn, CEO Charles Dunn Company 
Gerri Craves, Gonzaga Board Trustee 
Don Curran; Delay, Curran, Thompson and  
      Pontarolo, P.S. 
Elizabeth Hanson, Gonzaga Board Trustee 
Donald Herak, President Herak Enterprises 
Rev. Robert Lyons, Gonzaga University 
Harry Magnuson, President H.F. Magnuson Co. 
Shannon McCambridge, Gonzaga board Trustee 
Philip McCarthey, Gonzaga Board Trustee 
Tom Tilford, Gonzaga Board Trustee 
Alvin Wolff, Chairman Wolff Co. LLC 
Michael Casey, Gonzaga University 
Patrick West, Gonzaga Board Trustee 
Rev. Bernard Coughlin, Gonzaga University 
Duff Kennedy, Gonzaga Board Trustee 
 

Our Newest Friends 
Duane Hagadone, President, Hagadone Companies 
Marshal Chesrown, President, Black Rock  
     Development 
Steve Helmbrecht, CFO, ITRON 
George Nethercutt, Lundquist, Nethercutt and Griles 
John Hemmingson, Lakeside Capital Group 
Lee Cheatham, Executive Director, WTC 
David Gusdorf, Director of Development, WTC 
Mary Ted Allen, Director of Research, WTC 
Todd Dean, President, Keiretsu Forum 
Michael Ormsby, Preston Gates and Ellis 
Chris Major, CEO, The Human Potential Project 
Roy Koegen, Koegen Edwards 
Jason Whitely, Koegen Edward 
Gary Van Assen, SVP, Washington Trust Bank 
Patti McKinnel Davis, Dir. Of Governmental  
   Affairs, WBBA 
Ray O. Hamel, PhD, Chair, Computer Sciences,                 
    EWU 
Atsushi Inoue, PhD, Assoc. Professor,  
    Computer Sciences, EWU 
Rob Brewster, President, Conover Bond Development 
Pat Tennican, CEO, Hyprotek 
Kevin Oldenburg, President, Matrical 
Henry Artis, TechConnect Northwest 
Scott McGann, Paine Financial Group 

Friends of the Institute 

If you would like to be a “Friend of the Institute”, or know some one who would be interested 
in receiving our newsletter, please email Tara Hamilton at tarah@ismedicine.org or visit our 

website at www.ismedicine.org to get on our email list. 
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ISM Founding Sponsors 


